
 

Meet Jenna Shulman of JELF in Dunwoody 

 

Today we’d like to introduce you to Jenna Shulman. 

Jenna, let’s start with your story. We’d love to hear how you got started and how the journey has 
been so far. 

I always craved the idea of helping people. Looking back, it is easy for me to understand why I pursued 

the study of law, which is what originally brought me to Atlanta. 



 

However, as I began to understand more about myself and my career trajectory, I found my true 

passions in non-profit (going on 13 years now) as well as matchmaking (a hobby “business” that I love). 
While it was not always easy, I have created my own journey that has led me to where I am today. As 

the leader of JELF, I now take on interesting projects and challenges each day, working alongside a 

strong and dedicated staff and active Board of Directors. I am proud of the countless students that we 

lend much-needed finances to and am always trying to figure out how to do more. 

We’re always bombarded by how great it is to pursue your passion, etc – but we’ve spoken with 
enough people to know that it’s not always easy. Overall, would you say things have been easy for 
you? 

Making the transition from law to non-profit initially proved tough for me. Many people say that with a 

law degree, you can do anything. However, I had many first interview attempts outside the field fall flat 

because I lacked the experience desired. When I was offered my first non-profit position, I put forward 

all my energy so I could learn the business quickly. In 2007, I wound up as “last (wo)man standing” in an 
office that previously employed 5. It was a difficult time but I worked hard to turn the situation around, 

keep the organization afloat and was eventually promoted to Region Director. Today, my position at 

JELF is truly a dream job because our mission is local, and I know people who benefit from our resources 

(and meet new ones everyday!). Because the office is headquartered in Atlanta, there was also the 

opportunity to truly work from the inside out. Today, I am proud of many of the projects I’ve taken on 
and goals obtained, but it hasn’t always been a smooth road. 

We’d love to hear more about your business. 

JELF’s mission is to grant interest-free, last dollar loans to Jewish students in need in the five-state 

region of Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia. In 2017, we will grant $1 million 

to to nearly 300 students (final funding statistics will be known later this year). JELF is known throughout 

the southeast as an organization dedicated to providing Jewish students with funding so that they can 

obtain a higher education without adding more interest-bearing debt to their load. JELF is the only non-

profit that exists with this sole mission statement. Our organization’s 99% repayment is proof that we 
are achieving our goals, and helps set us apart from many other loan organizations. Each time a student 

repays JELF, funds are recycled into future loans, so even our recipients are paying it forward. We are 

proud of so many things – an active Board of Directors, a dedicated staff, and the fact that together, we 

are continually increasing our fundraising and student loan portfolios, allowing us to continue doing 

more great work each year. We are also proud to be the oldest, continually operating non-profit 

organization in the State of Georgia! 

What were you like growing up? 

Growing up, I was logical, motivated and definitive (while also remaining very realistic). I had a talent for 

making up new games and forming business ideas that I then worked to carry out. I have always been 

both introspective as well as outgoing. Like everyone, I grew up with my own set of challenges — a 



brother who was diagnosed with cancer at age 6, and parents who worked more than full-time both 

professionally and for the community, both of which helped mold me into the person I have become 

today. 

 

Contact Info: 

Address: 4549 Chamblee Dunwoody Road 

Atlanta, GA 30338 

Website: www.jelf.org 

Phone: 770-396-3080 

Email: info@jelf.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jelfloans/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/jelf_loans 

Other: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZTURGaQWixcQYHoMOmz8FA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZTURGaQWixcQYHoMOmz8FA
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